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CASSIE

MY HEART WAS BEATING SO hard I was sure the United soldiers could
hear it. It radiated out from my sore, bruised chest, ricocheting off
the unyielding trees, the ice daggers hanging from every branch.
The woods vibrated with my heartbeat, echoing /ife...or death.
Life...or death. Over and over.

My hands were numb and I clutched my rifle by instinct rather
than feel. With every breath I pulled in, more lung cells froze, iced
over, became hard and brittle. I would never recover. Recovering
wasn't even the point anymore.

It was me against United soldiers, and my heartbeat betrayed my
position every second.

For the last hour, I'd been holding steady, but in the Resistance,
simply staying alive is the lamest possible default. As much as I
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